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MY COMBAT DAYS ARE 9VER J. "'!; .., ,. . 
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*** OR MY WAY BOMB *** .. , ~ . , . 
., ' ( ' I 

. ' 
I spent hours and hours in t~e ~b~la~pe ~~~le ~p~ driver 

tried to find a ~ield hospital that coul~ t~ke .e. ' The fighting 
, I ~ I • 

~as so heavy that al~ the nearby ,field ~os?itals ~ere ~l~ea~y 
f\}11 of casu-,.~ tie s so th~ 101~ula_nc~ 4.ri v_er_

1 
had to k~'P driving 

south. ~was wound! d ~t 7 o'~lock ,in the ,~qrning ~nd ~. didn't get 
to a hospital that w.ould take ae untii about 3 o'clock that af-
i ·ernobn. I 1 bad Seen driven 60 aile•/ south of where i: ~-· ' shot .to 

I - l I I. • r• •. ,., • 
& _general hosp1tal ~n Legporn that could care f~r ae. When } g~t 
into the rece~ving area of the Hospital, the· docto~ took a knife · 

' ~ t ' # ' • ' · and split my pants to save tiae so he could examine the wound. It 
i . .. '" 

was decided to operate on •e pretty soon. 
A Doctor Butler operated on ae, and he saved the bullet he 

took from my leg as a souvenir for ae. It was a 38 caliber bullet 
I ' ; 

that was bent 90 degrees which aeans that it hit the ground and 
then bounced up and hit ae. When Dr. Butler caae t·o see ae the 
next morning, he spoke PidliD English to ae s~ ~ thqggh~ that 
aaybe he was a Japanese ,uy froa Baw.aii. A lot of u• , s~~ke Picf:gin 
BDglish out i~ the cane fields. I was really surprised when II . ,. . . ' \ 
foun~ ' out he was about 40 years old, non-Japanese, and had a . .. . 
medical practice ' in ~ono1ul~. . · · 

The ~ay after the operation, Dr. Butler told ae
1
he want~d ~to 

'.& r t - ,. ... ~ ~ J I see how well I could walk so I got out of bed and took a step and . ' - ~ .. r• 
' alaost hit the floor because ay leg was useless. It just ,hung 

- :t - ; J ~ .. 
there. The nerve ~ad taken such a shocl ·that ay leg was paralyzed 

~ , ) J I 
for al~ost a month. Dr. Butler decided to keep me in bed for 

, awhile, aaybe a week. T~e wa~d boy rtil!s 
1 

.f~oa ,Bilo s~ we ~~' along 
· very well. Be ,uggeste6 that I use a bedpan, but I said, "~o 

'I ~ • I J • • 

way·!" If I had to use the bathroom, he'd put ae in a wheelchair 
' ~ I _ 1 1 

and push ae down the ward to the bathroo~. Because of •y wo~ds, 
I couldn't sit on the co .. ode the rig~ht wav so I sat on it back-

" o.l ' • 
wards and draped ay aras over the tank. ' 'An awkward way, but it 

I 

worked. 
After ay period of confineaent to bed 'was over, I started to 

dse crutches to ' walk \ around the hospital . . It took ae .a long 
tiae, years actuaiiy, before the paralysis' i~ my leg compl~tely 
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went away. Even after my leg healed there would be sometiaes when r . 
I was 
my face. 

walking around and it would get nu.b and I'd fall flat on 

\ . 
The WaT Department must Have sent •Y mot~er a telegraa in-

forming her I was wounded because she told me after I got hoae 
that an officer brought one to her. Mother said she wasn't upset 

• • f 
as she'd already sensed tKat I was wounded but doing OK. I don't 
reaember writing her a letter about ay condition until I got to 
Denver a aonth later. 

' J ~II t' 

Aft'er sp~nding a · Jionth at .. ,the general hospital at Leghorn, a 
bunch of u~ were pu't on the 'Aray hospital shipnJob L. •. Cl;;, at 
- ,. .. ,j • ""t. J t ' '? " Leghorn. I was 1 off crutc~es by fhen and using o~ly a c~, . to pelp 
ae get around. We sailed down to 'Naples and spent a few days 

, a. l ·, .. ' 1 t' • n t 
there. · We ieft there and sailed back to Oaap Patrick B~nry at 

_, • ~ .J ... I fl .._ \, :r1"' J J 
Norfolk, Virg~ni~ froa where we had e~barke4 on th~ ~ay , o.y~r.$eas. 

Nothing really exciting h~ppened on the voyage ho~~· . ~~n we got 
back, th'e caap had been turned into a hospi,

1
tal ~eq,.,iying , st,ti.on. 

jj • .. ' We stayed there about a week and then they sent us to differ.ent 
r • J I \

4 
I . l 

hospitals. 

. " 

. ... ' • I. I 1 

• f 
> 

.. . I . • -
' ! *** MY STAY IK ARMY HOSPITALS 1 r' · ' J • 11 • • *** '. 

• .r I ot 

. '\ . 
: ·. 

1. l ' l 
The first tiae the people at Camp Patrick Henry asked 1f4ere,. I 
.. I , • , • 

would ~ike ' to go . I said~ "Chicago". I'd a~ready seen N-w York 
,. ~ ..,\ , I i t • t 

City. They ·said, "Fipe." Then pretty soon the hospital p~ople put 
j r- , ! "'t ' , , • .., 

~s in an ambulance car on a train heading for Chicago. The entire 
! ,. • •• t .. , 

train was aabu~ance cars f~ll of G~s ~eading for , oae ~ig Aray 
hospital. These aabulance cars had their own little "food galley 

I 1 • l ·I< \ " 
so we didn't have to go to another car to eat. That , was pretty 

J ,. a ' 
handy as I was still ' limping around with a cane. When we got to 
Chi1cago', they unloaded soae patients but not ae. 'fhe train · left . ' 
t'h~ station and proceeded o~ ' i9 De~ver !fhere I was t~.en o'/f •!!;ad 
b 'J;"o1ight to Fi tzsiaons General Bospi te:l which was o:v the east side 
~f town. I was admitted to Ward D-5

1 
on May 23! 1945. , I don ~ t 

reme•ber seeing aany doctors at all. The nurses would oc-, . 
casion~lly take our te~perat~re or _do soaething else, ~ut it 
seeaed that we were pretty •uch on our own. I gave up ay cane so 
I wod ld ha~e to u'se •Y leg 'an·d get well sooner. , ·, 

I sp~nt a lot of tiae in the physical Tehab building right 
across the street froa my ward doing exercises. Since ,v.ryone on 
the ward was ambulatory, we walked to the aes~ hall for meals. 

1.. 
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There were hundr;:e,d~ ').p.n_d ~hundreds o·f patients at Fitzsimons, so it 
as crowded wherever you went. Once during the suuer,; Colonel 

~ . ·-
Sias of the 442nd RCT cue 'to vi,~t all the aen who had been in 
that regiment including those of us fro• the. lOOth' Battalion. We 
even had our picture taken near the ••in hospital ouilding. ' 

1 

In June, all of us who could get along pret~y welr wer~ put 
on conva)~scent ~eave apd told, "We don't want to see you for a 
month." I don't know why or what the ~ig deal was. , Anyway, ~he 

personnel people at the hospital ~ave ·~ papers authorizing ae 
Priority ·~·n 9n military aircra~t so I c·ould bop a rol)nd ,Jfhere I 
wanted. I flew up to Hew J~rk C.i ty and checked into iqe YMCA J.ust 
like I did when 'I went there a~te~Ba•i~. !bat nice young 
Japanese-American lady that was the~e befor• was •t111 there~ ex-
cept now she was aarried to F,irs~ Sergeant Makaaura · w~o• I had 
known back in Basic. Be was stil.l i ·n Europe ~t this tiae. Soae 
tiaes I went to the beach and soaetiaes wandered around the 
city. I usually ate in some s~all cafe in town . ' After nearly Ja 
month, I caught another flight and headed b'ack to Denve~. 

I stayed there until late Nove~~er undergoing therapy to get 
my leg fixed up. I met a lady namea Velma Willis wh~ wo~ked on 
the ward cleaning ~P and aaking beds and that kind o~ thing. 
Everybody loved her and ~alled " her No•~ eveu the Black guys. In 
late, Nov.ember, the doctors decided l was ; ready· for dis·charge: I 
enjoyed my stay · in Denver, but I was rea'dy to ~:et ~ut 'of the 

l • 
hospital and go boae. 

I was transferred to California where I was kept at an Ar.y 
bospi tal on the outskirts of Los An,gles for nearly a week. While· 
I was there, I met an Italian man that could write Italian. I bad 
hia write a letter for me to Mr. Vennuci in Carrara telling him I 
bad been wounded up there in the aountains outside of town. I 
don't know if he ever received the letter or not. From there I 
was put on a ship and sent ' back to Honolulu and taken to Tripler 
General Hospital. I was disc~arged froa the Aray on Deceaber 22, 
1945, 33 •ontbs after I enlisted on the "Big Island". 

' 
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Spezia. 
.. ~nded .in combat at this loc~tion 

""'.. . ~ ~~d br l ·itter bearers 
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a Moved by Army :field aabul.ance 
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f Sbbdzu 1f8S WOUDd~ in the IIOUDtaiDs outside af Carrara. Litter bearers 
carried ·hia dowD into the city frOil where 8D Ar.wy amulance drove hill 
to a ' hospital iD Leghorn~ ~ -
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After trealllent at Leghorn, Sbjm zu was placed aboard the Arwy 
hospital ship JolJD ~. Clea for evacuation to the United States. 
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Patients frc. the lOOth Bn I 442Dd iCT at J'itzshlcms General 
Hospital in the s..et of 1945. Left to right: Sueo Sakaaoto, 
Barry Sbiilizu, aDd Satoru Okamlra. ., 
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Left: On May 23, 1995, the 50th mmiversary 
of his admission to the hospital, Barry 
Shmi.zp visj. ted . Fi ~zsiltoDs Aray Medical 
CeDter. Clarke Bralidt shows :hill a display 
at the EdUcation Center of his World ' War II 
service. ~' 
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Bel~: In 1945, this was~ D-5 of 'ritz-
simons General Bospi tal Wbitri Shillizu was 
an inpatient. lD 1995, tlie, ward i rs now part 
of 8ii Aray scboo~. , 
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Left: The current. .gym1 i~ ~re S}a?•ip,J ,_ 
spent JIUch time as an ~tient UDder-
going physical rehabilit ation. · . 
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